Defining and non-defining relative clauses

OrpaHnvuTeJbHbIE ¥ PACIPOCTPAHUTEIbHbBIE ONPEACTUTEILHBIC TPEIOKCHHUS

OmnpenenuTenbHbIC TPUAATOYHBIC MPEUIOKCHUS CIIATCS Ha JBa THUIA: orpaHuunTelbHbIe (defining) u
pacnpoctpanuTeabHbie (Non-defining).

1) OrpaHuunMTeNbHBIE OIPEIACIUTEILHBIC TPEUIOKEHHUS COJICPKAT WH(POPMAIINIO, YTOUHSIOIIYIO
3HAYEHHME CJIOBA, K KOTOPOMY OHHM OTHocstcs. OHM BBIOMpAIOT M3 Kilacca NpPEJAMETOB, 0003HAYaeMBbIX
OIpENCISIEeMbIM CJIOBOM, TOJBKO TE€, KOTOpPBIC OTBEYAIOT OIPEICICHHBIM XapakTepucTukaM. OmnyleHue
OTPaHUYUTEIBHOTO MPHUIATOYHOTO MPEIONKECHUS YacTO BEAET K HESICHOCTH WIIM HEMPAaBHJILHOCTH TJIABHOTO
NPETIOKCHUS, K U3MCHEHHIO €r0 CMBICIIA.

OrpaHuYuTEIbHBIE ONPEAETUTENBHBIE TPUIATOYHbIE IPEII0KEHUS HE BBIIEISIOTCS 3alSThIMH.

He married a girl who he met at the library — On »enuiics Ha JeByIIKe, ¢ KOTOPOW MO3HAKOMUIICS B
oubmmoteke ( ... AeBymiKe, (Kakoi UMEHHO?) ¢ KOTOPOH ...

[Tpu onyiieHUH MPUAATOYHOTO IIIABHOE MPEIOKEHUE TOKE H3MECHSIET CMBICIT:

He married a girl)

People who don't smoke live longer — Jlroqu, koTOpbie HE KypsT, KUBYT nosnbiie (Jlromu, (kakue
UMEHHO?) KOTOpBIE ...

[Ipu onyiiieHUy IPUIATOYHOTO (ppas3a riIaBHOE MPeUTONKEHHE Toxke n3MeHsaeT cmbicia: People live longer)

2) PacnpocTpaHuTeIbHbIE ONPEACITUTENBHbBIC IPEAIOKEHHUS cOIepKaT HHGOPMAIIHIO, JIOTIOIHUTEILHO
XapaKTEePU3YIOIIYI0 CJI0BO, K KOTOPOMY OHH OTHOCSATCS M KOTOPOE JIOCTATOYHO OMPEJIeNIEHO caMo 1o cebe,
94TOOBI TJIABHOE MPETIOKEHUE HE U3MEHSIJIO CMBICI TIPU OMYIIEHUN TIPUIATOYHOTO OMPEACTUTEILHOTO.

Takue mpemTOKEHNST BCTPEUAIOTCS PEKE OTPAHUYUTENIBHBIX; YIIOTPEOSIOTCS MPEHMYIIECTBEHHO B
MUCHbMEHHOU peyu.

PacripocTpaHuTeIbHBIE IPUAATOYHbIE, B OTIMYHE OT OTPAHUINTEIBHBIX, BBIIEIAIOTCS 3alSTHIMU.

This is Mary, who was my classmate — Dto Mapwu, ¢ KOTOpO# 51 yuusIcs B OJHOM Kjacce (= ¢ Heit o ...) (
... Mapu, (¢ KakuMU erie CBOMCTBaMu?) ¢ KOTOPOIL...

[Ipu onyleHUK MPUIATOYHOTO MPEUIOKEHUSA CMBICI TJIABHOTO coxpansercs: This is Mary)

3) Mexay OrpaHMYMTEIbHBIMH U PACIPOCTPAHUTECIBHBIMU TPETOKEHUSIMA OTCYTCTBYET HYETKOE
pasrpanuueHue. Yacto THI MpEAIoKEHUs] ONpeeNsIeTCss MHTOHAIMEH (pacipoCTpaHUTEIbHBIC MPEITOKCHUS
BBIJICIISIIOTCS TOJIOCOM), BaXHOCTHIO HH(OpMAIMKA B TMPHIATOYHOM MPEIIOKECHUH (PacpOCTpaHUTEIbHBIC
NPETIOKECHHUS COJIEPIKAT MEHEe BAKHYIO HH(DOPMAIIMIO) WK TeM, KaKasi HHTepIpeTaIus 00jiee eCTeCTBCHHA.

Mectoumenue that He ynotpe0sasieTcsi B pacpOoCTpaHUTEIbHBIX MPUIATOYHBIX MPEUIOKEHHSX .

Relative Pronoun - ortHocuTenpHOe MecTouMmenue: J[ms CBSA3M MPHIATOYHBIX MPEATIOKECHUI
MOJUIC)KAIINX, CKa3yeMbIX M JIOTIOJIHUTEIBHBIX C TJIABHBIM YIOTpeOstoTest Mectoumenuss Who kro (whom
koro), whose deii, what xro, kakoii, Which xotopslii, kKakoi, kTo, 4t0. OHH SBJISIOTCS, TAKAM 00pa30M, TEMH
K€ BOMPOCHUTEIbHBIMH MECTOMMEHHUSMH, HO YIIOTPEOJICHHBIMHU HE JUISL BOIIPOCA, a JJISl CBS3H TPEIOKEHHN )

The difference between defining and non-defining relative clauses
A defining relative clause identifies or classifies a noun:
Do you know the guy who is talking to Will over there?
I wrote my essay on a photo which was taken by Robert Capa.
If we omit this type of clause, the sentence does not make sense or has a different meaning:
Do you know the guy? (which guy?)
I wrote my essay on a photo. (what kind of photo?)
A non-defining relative clause adds extra information about a noun which already has a clear reference:

The Mona Lisa was painted by Leonardo da Vinci, who was also a prolific engineer and inventor.
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If we leave out this type of clause, the sentence still makes sense:

The Mona Lisa was painted by Leonardo da Vinci. (we know who Leonardo da Vinci was)

Sometimes, the use of commas marks a difference in meaning:

The athletes who failed the drug test were disqualified. (defining)

The athletes, who failed the drug test, were disqualified. (non-defining)

The defining relative clause tells us that only those athletes who failed the drug test were disqualified. The
sentence implies that there were other athletes who did not fail the drug test and that they were not disqualified.
The non-defining relative clause tells us that all the athletes (mentioned earlier in the context) failed the drug
test and that all of them were disqualified.



Relative clauses

Introduction

It is important to distinguish between defining and non-defining
relative clauses. Defining relative clauses are an essential part of the
meaning of a sentence and therefore they cannot be left out. They
define exactly who or what we are talking about.

There’s the woman you were telling me about.

Non-defining relative clauses add extra information of secondary
importance, and can be left out of a sentence.

Mrs Bortomley, who was an extremely mean person while she was alive,
has left all her meney to a cats’ home.

Non-defining relative clauses are mainly found in written English,
where sentences are carefully constructed. In spoken English, they
sound rather formal, and can easily be expressed by simpler sentences.
Did you know Mrs Bortomley has left all her money to a cats’ home? It's
incredible, really. She was such a niean person.

B 1.2 Defining relative clauses

These are the main forms used. The forms in brackets are possible, but
not as common.

Person Thing
Subject who (that) that (which)
Object — (that) — (that)

Notice that English likes to drop the relative pronoun when it defines
the object of the clause.

The doctor who helped me most was Dr Clark. (subject)

The doctor I found most helpful was Dr Clark. (object)

The treatment that helped me most was acupuncture. (subject)
The treatment I liked best was acupuncture. (object)

Notice that there are no commas before and after defining relative
clauses when written, and no pauses when spoken.

that

That is usually used as subject after the following: superlatives, all,
every(thing), some{thing), any{thing), no(thing), and only.

He wrote some of the best poetry that’s ever been written.

All that’s needed is a little more time.

Don't take anything that’s valuable.

The only thing that matters is that you're safe.

We often omit that when it is the object.

She’s one of the nicest people I know.

Is there anything [ can do to help?

Prepositions
Prepositions can come either before relative pronouns or at the end of

the relative clause. In spoken English, it is much more common to put
the preposition at the end (and to drop the pronoun).

This 1s the book 1 was talking to you about.
The people I work with are very kind.

Second relative clause

A second relative, introduced by and or but, usually takes a wh-
pronoun, not that.

Someone that I greatly admire, but who I've never met, is Professor Keats.
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® 113 Non-defining relative clauses

These are the main forms used. The form in brackets is possible, but
not as common.

Person Thing
Subject w.swho ..., «..,which ...,
Object ...ywho...(whom...) | ..., which...

Mr Jenkins, who has written several books, spoke at the meeting last
night. (subject)

Peter Clark, who the Prime Minister sacked from the Cabinet, has
become the chatrman of Redland Bank. (object)

My favourite drink is whisky, which is one of Britain’s most profitable
exports. (subject)

I gave him a sandwich, which he ate greedily. (object)

Notice that there are commas around non-defining relative clauses
when written, and pauses before and after them when spoken.

Prepositions

Prepositions can come at the end of non-defining relative clauses, but
in a formal style they are usually put before the relative pronoun.

The lecturer spoke for two hours on the subject of Weingarten's Theory of
Market Forces, which none of us had ever heard of.

The privatization of all industry, to which this government is deeply
committed, is not universally popular.

which

Which can be used in non-defining clauses to refer to the whole of the
preceding clause.

He passed the exam, which surprised everyone.

The lift isn’t working, which means we'll have to use the stars.

whose
Whose can be used in both defining and non-defining relative clauses to
refer to possession.

There’s the woman whose son was killed recently. (defining)
ABC Airways, whose fares across the Atlantic were lower than anybody
else’s, has just declared itself bankrupt. (non-defining)

what

What is used as a relative pronoun instead of the thing that in some
sentences.

Has she told you what's worrying her?

I have to de what I believe is right.

when and where

When and where can be used to introduce both defining and non-
defining relative clauses. In defining relative clauses, when can be left out.
Can you tell me the exact time (when) you hope to arrive?

Where cannot be left out unless we add a preposition.

That's the hotel where we're staying.

That’s the hotel we're staying at.

In non-defining relative clauses, when and where cannot be left out.

We go swimming after 5.00, when everyone else has gone home.
He shops in Oxford, where his sister lives.

why

Why can be used to introduce defining relative clauses after the word
reason. It can be left out.

Do you remember the reason why we are arguing?

We can also say Do you remember why we are arguing? where the clause
beginning with why is the object of the verb,
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Relative clauses - defining or non-defining?
Study the situations and then decide whether the following relative clauses are defining or non-defining.
defining — no commas | non-defining — commas

1.

Join these sentences using relative pronouns beginning with the words given. omit the pronoun if possible.

| have three brothers.
My brother who lives in Sidney came to see me last month.

My brother, who lives in Sidney, came to see me last month.
| have one sister.

My sister who is 25 years old spent her holiday in France.

My sister, who is 25 years old, spent her holiday in France.
Bob's mum has lost her keys.

Bob's mum who is a musician has lost her car keys.

Bob's mum, who is a musician, has lost her car keys.
My friend Jane moved to Canada.

My friend Jane whose husband is Canadian moved to Canada last week.

My friend Jane, whose husband is Canadian, moved to Canada last week.
| am a shoe fanatic.

The shoes which I bought yesterday are very comfortable.

The shoes, which | bought yesterday, are very comfortable.
Mr Robinson is very famous.

Mr Robinson whom | met at the trade fair is a famous inventor.

Mr Robinson, whom | met at the trade fair, is a famous inventor.
Tamara has two cats. Both of them are black.

Tamara's two cats which can play outside are black.

Tamara's two cats, which can play outside, are black.
Kevin has four cats. Two of them are black.

Kevin's two cats which are black can play outside.

Kevin's two cats, which are black, can play outside.
We are on holiday. Yesterday we visited a church.

The church which we visited yesterday is very old.

The church, which we visited yesterday, is very old.
We are on holiday. Yesterday we visited a church.

St. Mary's Church which we visited yesterday is very old.
St. Mary's Church, which we visited yesterday, is very old.

1. The girl is my sister. I'm talking to the girl. | The girl | is my sister.

2. This is the chair. The carpenter repaired it last week. | This is the chair |

3. She is married to a man. He is richer than her. | She is married to a man ’

4. She is the friend. She helped me with my homework. | She is the friend ’
5. That is the swimming-pool. | used to go swimming there. | That is the swimming-

pool ’

6. That is the man. His wife is a famous actress. | This is the man ’

7. A doctor examined me last Friday. He was really kind. | The doctor was really kind.
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8. The woman called the police. Her car had been stolen. | The woman ‘ called the police.

9. I went to a restaurant last week. It was very expensive. | The restaurant | was very

expensive.
10. | saw a film last night. It was very interesting. | The film ‘ was very interesting.

JOIN THESE SENTENCES USING RELATIVE PRONOUNS BEGINNING WITH THE WORDS
GIVEN. OMIT THE PRONOUN IF POSSIBLE. ADD COMMAS IF NECESSARY.

1. My school is very big. It is in Madrid. | My school ‘ Is very big.
2. Robert Pattinson is an actor. He plays Edward Cullen in the Twilight saga. | Robert Pattinson

is‘

3. Robert Pattinson is a British actor. He plays Edward Cullen in the Twilight saga. | Robert

Pattinson | is a British actor.

4. 1 bought this cake yesterday. It tastes delicious. | The cake ‘ tastes delicious.

5. Michael is a policeman. His father is a judge. | Michael | is a policeman.

6. | bomIJght a computer last month. It doesn't work properly. | The computer‘ doesn't work
properly.

7. Prince Charles will be the king of England one day. His mother is Queen Elizabeth. | Prince

Charles ‘ will be the king of England one day.

8. I was given a dog. It is very friendly. | The dog is very friendly.
9. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was written by Mark Twain. | enjoyed it a lot. | The Adventures of

Huckleberry Finn ‘ was written by Mark Twain.
10. Mrs Kelly is the woman. She took me to hospital when I fainted at school. | Mrs Kelly is the

woman ‘

COMPLETE THESE SENTENCES WITH A SUITABLE RELATIVE PRONOUN OR ADVERB
. That is the man li helped me when | fell down in the street.

. Is that your car? No, mine is the one li is parked just opposite the bank.

. That is the woman li complained about the room service.

. This is the park li we first met. Do you remember?

. So, James is the man ’7 son came on the school trip with us? I din't know.

. If you have any question, ask the girl li is standing at the desk. She'll help you.

. They had to put away the dog li bit the boy. It was too dangerous.

. I'm looking for a person surname begins with a "k".
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. Do you still go to that pub li we used to go as students?

10.  The heating is not working. Do you know anyone ’7 can fix it?

CHOOSE THE RIGHT RELATIVE PRONOUN TO COMPLETE THESE SENTENCES.
who /that / which / whose / where

1. Jim, j I've known for years, is my best friend.

2. My new coat, ‘ j' | bought in New York, is very warm and comfortable.

3. My boss, ‘ j' wife is French, travels to Paris regularly.

=l | found really rude.
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4. He didn't even say "thank you",



5. Next summer I'm going to India, j' I've never been before.
6. My sister, j' is five years younger than me, is a lawyer.
7. Galileo Galilei, j' suppported the heliocentric theory, was arrested by the Inquisition.



